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Leveraging Digital Technology for National Economic Development



The ICT Sector, under the supervision of the Honourable Minister of 
Communications and Digital Economy, Dr Isa Ali Ibrahim 
(Pantami), FNCS, FBCS, FIIM, has recorded unprecedented 
achievements within a year. These achievements were realized by 
implementing Digital Economy Projects for Digital Nigeria and resolving 
some key issues that had been lingering for over a decade. This report, 
however, summarizes these achievements.  

Some of the Digital Projects implemented nationwide include ICT 

Innovation Hubs, Digital Skills for Entrepreneurs and Innovators, 

Community IT Training Centers, Tertiary Institution Knowledge Centers 

(TIKC), School Knowledge Centers (SKC), and completion of Emergency 

Communication Centers (ECC).

One of the challenges in the ICT sector in Nigeria was the issue of Right of 

Way (ROW), which had hindered broadband penetration for 13 years. The 

Honourable Minister's efforts, commitment, and engagements with 

relevant stakeholders were able to unravel the challenges associated with 

ROW. In this regard, the Honourable Minister met with the Nigeria 

Governors Forum to address the lingering challenges on Right of Way Levy 

in Nigeria. The outcome of this Stakeholder engagements led to a 

downward review to the agreed maximum of N145/linear meter by some 

states, while other states completely waved the ROW charges. 
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It will be important to mention that in some states like Ekiti where the ROW charges were N4500 has now been 

reduced to N145/meter. With this reduction, laying Fiber within a 200km distance, translates to an estimated cost 

savings of about N871,000,000. Meanwhile, in the past, some of the amounts charged per linear meter ranges 

between N4,500 to N5,500, while some states even charged up to about N16,000. To give a better illustration, for a 

particular state, an estimated cost of connecting two Local Government Areas was a staggering N560 Million before 

the implementation of the RoW resolution and now it costs approximately N150,000. The implementation of the new 

ROW charges by these states will not only reduce cost of services, but also improve their Economy and ensure Quality 

of Service. 

Another critical issue in the ICT sector is the problem related to the repeated complaints about the vandalization of 

telecommunications equipment. In this regard, Mr President's approval of the request of the Federal Ministry of 

Communications and Digital Economy to identify telecommunications equipment as Critical National Infrastructure 

(CNI) was of paramount significance. Furthermore, Mr President also directed the security agencies to protect all CNI in 

the country. Finally, the Mobile Network Operators (MNOs), telecom providers and other broadband companies can 

also heave a sigh of relief regarding their infrastructure and services. 

Similarly, the issue of unregistered and improperly registered SIM cards had been lingering for long, affecting the 

efficiency of the work of our security agencies.  The issue of unregistered and semi-registered SIM cards was resolved 

through the Honourable Minister's Policy on SIM card registration and usage. As a means of unraveling this problem, 

2.2 million unregistered SIM Cards in Nigeria were deactivated on the 13th of November 2019, in line with the directive 

of the Honourable Minister. This bold step supports our security agencies, improves the security of citizens by ensuring 

that SIM cards are not used for criminal activities.
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The office of the Honourable Minister of Communications and Digital Economy has developed several policies in line 

with the following Sections of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended) and the Nigerian 

Communications Act 2003 (NCA 2003):

i. Section 148(i) of the Constitution among others: “The President may, in his discretion, assign to the 

Vice-President or any Minister of the Government of the Federation responsibility for any business 

of the Government of the Federation, including the administration of any department of 

government”.

ii. Section 148 (ii) (a) of the Constitution:” Determining the general direction of domestic and foreign 

policies of the Government of the Federation.”

iii.Subsection 23(a) of NCA 2003: The Minister shall have the following responsibilities and functions 

pursuant to this Act— the formulation, determination and monitoring, of the general policy for the 

communications sector in Nigeria with a view to ensuring, amongst others, the utilisation of the 

sector as a platform for the economic and social development of Nigeria; and

iv.Subsection 25(1) of NCA 2003: The Minister shall, in writing, from time to time notify the 

Commission or and express his views on the general policy direction of the Federal Government in 

respect of the communications sector.

Many Policies have been developed to address some of the prolonged concerns in the Communication Sector to 

support the Digital Economy. The policies are:

(i) National Digital Economy Policy & Strategy 2020-2030  

          (NDEPS);
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(ii) Roadmap for the Implementation of the NDEPS;

(iii) National Broadband Plan 2020-2025;

(iv) SIM Card Registration Policy;

(v) National Policy for the Promotion of Indigenous Content in the   

          Telecommunications Sector (Draft); and

(vi) National Policy on Virtual Meeting in the Federal Public 

          Institutions (Draft).

In addition, the National Dig-Once Policy and National Policy on Internet are presently under review.

The above-listed policies were developed for Parastatals to implement under the Supervision of the Honourable 

Minister. Consequently, the performance of the Parastatals has improved significantly over the last one year. The 

Honourable Minister was also able to achieve synergy between Parastatals under the Ministry by ensuring they work 

together as a team and complementing one another in their respective mandates.

The Ministry of Communications and Digital Economy under the leadership of Dr Isa Ali Ibrahim (Pantami) was 

able to realize these unprecedented achievements with limited funding from the Federal Government. Therefore, 

receiving the required funding from the Federal Government is vital for the Ministry's performance to reach its highest 

potentials in terms of offering lasting solutions in the ICT sector for the nation to realize the aspiration to become a 

fully digitalized Nigeria.

Federal Ministry of Communications and Digital Economy
th

Date: 20  August, 2020
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The Ministry’s contingent participated in 
2019 Annual Public Service Games and 
won the following 15 Medals:-5 Gold,4 
Silver, 6 Bronze and 4th position on the 
Medal table.

Lafia, 
Nasarawa 

State 

December,
2019

Fifteen 
Medals won
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